354;	LIFE OF LORD OXFORD AND ASQUITH
Legislative recognition of the principle of the statutory wage,
and the fixing of the amount of that wage by a competent local
body sufficed to settle the dispute and keep the peace during a
vitally important period, though the future was to bring new and
more stubborn conflicts*
Lord Buxton, who was President of the Board of Trade and
the Minister primarily responsible, supplies some memories of this
occasion which may fittingly find a place here :
" The strike was a very serious ono, and matters had come to a complete
deadlock between the coal owners and tho minors. It became evident
to me that some further authority than that of the President of the
Board of Trade alone was necessary in order to bring a solution. The
Prime Minister agreed, and he, Sir Edward Grey and Mr. Lloyd George
(then Chancellor of the Exchequer) were called in to see what influence
they could bring to boar towards a settlement. The position was a most
difficult one — suspicion and antagonism prevailed on both sides. Ifrom
the beginning to the end, Asquith did not spare himself and devoted
himself with inexhaustible patience to his attempt to bring together the
two sides. His handling of tho situation was flawless — tactful, con-
ciliatory, and yet firm* Ho had constant consultation with the coal
owners and the miners, cither separately or together.
At the various Conferences it was interesting to note what a strikingly
acute judgment he showed of personalities, We used to sit round a
table ; the minors and the coal owners on separate sides, and we at the
top of the table. I sat next to tho Prime Minister, and he used to jot
down his view of the various speakers—coal miners or coal owners —
who took a part in tho dineussion, and pass them on to me for my
inspection. Most of tho disputants were strangers to him ; and his
comments, critical or appreciative, wore throughout invariably correct ;
 *	A dreary gas-bag ' ;   * an acute mind * ;     an unsuitable leader ' ;
 *	sensible, realises the position ' ; * a stubborn donkey ' ; were the sort
of epithets with which no summed up his judgment*  I was sometimes a
little afraid that these notes might go astray and get into the hands of
those to whom they applied,  Mr, Smillie, it may l>e noted, was one of
those to whom ho gave the best marks for his ability, knowledge and
recognition of mutual difficulties,
It was my business to know the names of those present, and I would
write down for him their names in the order in which they sat, or whisper
it to him, as one or other got up to speak ; and, as the speaker rose, he
was quick enough to call him by name— a personal touch much appreciated
both by coal owners and miners,
la spite, however, of his admirable handling of the situation, agreement
not reached ; and he finally took the matter into his own hands
bad a Bill drafted and carried, which expressed the views of the
The Bill was not acceptable to either side at the
b^t It brought the strike to an

